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G eneral Articles
The Belligerents and Interna­
tional Law
N these days of politi* 
cal convulsions, as the  
W estern  w orld stands 
aghast a t scenes of 
unparalelled carnage 
fu rn ished  by the  b a t­
tling  millions of E u­
rope, the  average mind 
is enshrouded in a th ick  m ist of 
speculation as to w hether In te r ­
national Law has outlived its 
usefulness, or w hether its  sacred 
a n d  tim e-honored parchm ents 
have only been tem porarily  p ig­
eon-holed so as to perm it the grim  
demon of death and destruction  
to prosecute his te rrib le  work 
w ith m ore frigh tfu lness and less 
com punction. However it be, if 
one th ing  is certa in  in th is  world 
of uncertain ties, it is th a t In te r ­
national L a w  is no b a rr ie r  to 
keep any of the belligerents from 
th e  designs th a t he en terta ins.
A t the  beginning of the war, 
Dr. Hollweg proclaim ed to the 
world in a very solemn tone, th a t 
enem ies, jealous of his co u n try ’s 
p ro g ress  and p rosperity , had de­
liberate ly  p lo tted  its  destruction  
as a world-power, and consequent­
ly it had unsheathed  its sword, in 
self-defence, to fight for p reserv a­
tion. But, s trange ly  enough, the 
G erm an legions had tim e to over­
ru n  the  whole of Belgium  and
reach w ithin  hailing distance of 
Paris, before th e  sam e enemies 
who, they alleged, had plotted the 
downfall of th e ir F atherland , had 
tim e to get Out of bed. The rea- 
soft th a t G erm any gave to the 
world for th is contravention of 
the law of nations was that, had 
she not invaded Belgium first, the 
F rench  would have done it. The 
grim  fact rem ains, however, th a t 
G erm any brushed  aside the m ost 
elem entary principles of In te rn a ­
tional Law as unconcernedly as 
one does a fly, overran the  little  
kingdom , m ulcted the  population 
out of every cent it possessed, 
and then reduced it to a sta te  of 
penury  and destitu tion  which no 
language can adequately portray , 
no im agination conceive.
G reat B rita in  and h er allies on 
the  o ther hand, w ith m arked in ­
dignation, issued  th e  proclam a­
tion th a t G erm any, by her law ­
less procedure, had forfeited  the 
esteem and respec t of the civilized 
world; and th a t th e  Allies w ere 
going to fight for the r ig h ts  and 
liberties  of the sm aller nations; 
of Europe which Pan-G erm anism  
had se t out to destroy. But,, 
s tran g e  inconsistency of hum an 
nature, it seem s to the  man in 
the s tre e t to-day, th a t w ith the 
belligerent groups, it sim ply de­
pends on whose ox is gored, or 
when the shoe pinches; for at 
th is time, when the  shoe is on th e
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o ther foot, we find the cham ­
pions o f  Ju s tic e  and L iberty  
very busily engaged in  the 
very com m endable (?) ta sk  of 
d is to rtin g  and em asculating I n ­
ternational Law to  make the 
m eans adopted by them  at th is 
junc tu re  justifiable.
The Allies have now though t it 
consisten t w ith th e ir p rofessed  
principles, a fte r  having failed by 
en trea ties  and coercion, in tu rn , 
to sw ing G reece into the allied 
line, actually to take possession 
of the coun try  itse lf—a country  
as im potent and innocuous as a 
snail.
Greece, for m any reasons, is 
afraid  to join the  allied hosts. 
I t  is to be in fe rred  th a t C onstan­
tine  does not care to increase the 
ranks of the “ throneless k in g s.” 
The exploits of Von Eimich, Von 
M akensen and, lately, VonPalken- 
hayne have evidently been to the 
k ingof the Hellenes like the w rit­
ing on the wall. To put it bluntly 
then, the G reek M onarch fears 
G erm any, but, he also fea rs  the 
Allies. A look at the m ap of Sou­
th e rn  E urope and the visualiza­
tion of the allied M editerranean 
fleet will supply a sufficiently elo­
quen t reason for th is feeling. 
So, th is  man has tried  his best to 
s te e r  his course safely betw een 
Scylla and C hrybd is—he has 
tried  to rem ain neutral.
But, he is not to be allowed to 
rem ain so. The very pow ers th a t 
have posed as the  cham pions of 
the  r ig h ts  of the sm aller nations 
have stepped  in; seized Salonica,
and some of the  contiguous is ­
lands and the P iraeus, the  h is to ­
ric A thenian p o r t !  W hat has 
become of G reece’s sovereignty?
The action of the  Allies looks 
like a second edition of G erm anys 
invasion of Belgium. W hatever 
it is, the Allies procedure in  
Greece is transcendingly  subver­
sive of the princip les for which 
they are alleged to be contending. 
And as for “ th is ” In ternational 
Law—we may well exclaim w ith 
the  belligerents, in all sincerity , 
“Requiescat in pace!”
—E. T. Fredericks J17.
Use Your Opportunity
Some men fail in life, because 
they lack the opportunity  to gain 
a m ental train ing; o thers fail, be­
cause, having the  opportunity  to 
secure  a m ental tra in ing , they  
neglect th is o p p ortun ity—throw  
it away.
For the firs t group of persons 
there  may be some excuse and 
certain ly  much sym pathy; but 
for the second group th e re  is no 
excuse and it should not be won­
dered a t if they are  trea ted  w ith 
contem pt and scant considera­
tion. T hetendency  to sym pathise 
w ith the  moral, physical, or in te l­
lectual defect of some poor un ­
fo rtunate  because he is the victim  
of c ircum stances over which he 
has no control is seldom or never 
evidentw here persons wfith afa ir 
chance to cultivate brain  power,
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and who have failed to do so, are 
concerned.
I t  may be said w ith absolute 
certa in ty  th a t every stu d en t in 
the  Academ y en te red  it w ith 
some definite aim in view—some 
height to which he aspired  to 
climb. B u t little  though t has 
been given to the m ethod by 
which th a t h e igh t is to be reach ­
ed. By not a few, no a tten tion  is 
given to the beginning, the  bo t­
tom or base of th is height. I n ­
stead, all a tten tio n  seem s to be 
centered  on the  end, the heigh t 
itself. The inevitable outcome 
of such a s ta r t  is defeat in the 
ste rn , hard  battle  of life.
Now, let the  process of in te l­
lectual grow th be compared to 
th a t of hill- clim bing: I t  will be
found th a t as the clim ber m ust 
make his footing secure  and 
choose well the  spot w here he 
m ust nex t place his foot to the  
end th a t he may avoid slipping 
backw ard, so also m ust he who 
would scale the  h e igh ts  of know­
ledge make secure  his footing by 
m astering  the  elem entary  p rin ­
ciples as they  come up from  day 
to day, from  m onth to m onth, or 
from  year to year.
To-day, th a t opportun ity  to ex­
cel, to win, to reach  the  top is 
here. Shall th is  opportun ity  be 
allowed to go or shall it be em ­
braced? He who seizes his op­
portun ity  and m akes the m ost of 
it is will suffer no re g re ts  and no 
defeats in the  stru g g le  for the 
survival of the fittest.—A. Augustus Broivn, ’18.
Thanksgiving Joys, Yesterday 
and To-day
EAR old Thanksgiving 
will soon behore, th a t 
happy day Which all 
love to greet. Iii our 
early  years,ou r g re a t­
est happiness was in 
feasting  ujD on this 
day. We did not think 
of the  significance of Thanksgiv­
ing, bu t anxiously awaited the 
jolly feast. We longed for the tim e 
when we should be seated  a t the 
heavily laden table, and p a rtic i­
pate in the task  of devouring the 
proud “gobbler” who used to 
s tru t  with so touch dignity abont 
the b a rn y ard . We enjoyed the 
delicious c ra n b e rry  sauce; we 
ate pum pkin and mince pies and 
plum pudding; we stuffed oursel­
ves with candies and fru it, in fact, 
all th a t our little  animal h earts  
could wish for was w ithin our 
reach on T hanksgiving Day. H ap­
py w ere we in those days!
B ut since we have grow n older', 
we expect on Thanksgivig day 
different joys and p leasu res  from  
those which we expected whenwe 
w ere children. F easting  is not now 
the main source of enjoym ent u p ­
on Thanksgiving Day. We now 
u nderstand  the m eaning and o ri­
gin of the day. We realize that, 
it is the day of giving thanks to, 
our C reator for the  m any bless-, 
ings which we enjoy. We are 
th ankfu l for th is beautifu l world 
in which we move and have our
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being; We are  thankfu l for the 
fra g ra n t a ir which we breathe; 
for the clear cooling w ater with 
which we quench our th irs t; for 
the food by m eans of which we 
subsist; for raim ent wThich we 
wear. We a re  thankfu l th a t 
th ere  has been prepared  for us 
a table of knowledge a t which 
we may dine until our m inds are 
satisfied. Lastly, we are th a n k ­
ful th a t we are  able to make oth- 
e rs  happy.
And so, we m ust conclude th a t 
joy on T hanksgiving Day is not 
in feasting  b u t in offering up for 
all our b lessings sincere thanks 
to Him to Whom we owe our very 
lives; and also in striv ing  to show 
our g ra titu d e  by m aking those 
around us happy.Willa Mae Brown, 917.
How to Study Successfully
From  observing m any of my 
fellow studen ts  both in and out 
of the classroom , I have come to 
the  conclusion th a t the reason 
th e re  are  m any poor s tu d en ts  
among us is because of th e  fail­
ure to study  successfu lly .
We find many of these  stu d en ts  
try in g  sim ply to make the p a ss ­
ing grade while taking th e ir high 
school c o u rs e ;  consequently  ? 
when these pupils a ttem p t col­
lege subjects, th e ir  work is a 
com plete failure. They have no 
foundation upon which to build.
In  o rder to s tudy  successfully, 
a s tu d en t should firs t have a real 
in te re s t in the  subject which he
is studying . The best way to 
develop this in te re s t is by m eans 
of collateral reading. Second, 
th e re  are two ways of lea rn ing— 
the conscious and the sub con­
scious. The firs t w ay—generally  
called ‘‘g rin d in g ”—is usually a 
difficult process. In  it th e  s tu ­
dent m ust d isregard  fatigue, the  
im pulse to d istractions, the long­
ing for change. He m ust ever­
lastingly  keep at it. The con­
scious stu d en t m ust also avoid 
“ false s tu d y ,” in which the  eyes 
are  open and the brain  is shut. 
In  study, as in many o ther 
th ings, quality, not quantity , is 
w hat counts; therefore, the s tu ­
den t should make a serious b u s ­
iness of it. When he studies, he 
should rem em ber th a t real lea rn ­
ing comes only th rough  thought.
The sub-conscious m ethod of 
learn ing  is en tire ly  different 
from  the conscious m ethod—a 
good exam ple of th is kind of 
learn ing  is th a t of a child le a rn ­
ing to speak. The child does not 
a t firs t consciously strive to learn 
the a r t  of speaking, bu t acquires 
it quickly, in part, by im itation.
The s tu d en t connot understand  
any th ing  w orth  learn ing  w ithout 
the exercise of the  sub-conscious 
mind. The endless details of 
knowledge are  supplied very 
largely by th is unconscious m en­
tal process, th is  continual sub ­
conscious perception and obser­
vation by all the  senses a t once.
When a s tu d en t uses these  two m ethod norm ally and seriously, 
exam inations cease to be a bug­
bear. Nathan B. Gordon,' 18.
4
The Academy Herald, Vol. 4 [2016], Iss. 2, Art. 3
http://dh.howard.edu/academy_herald/vol4/iss2/3
